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Track of Hope Cancer Awareness & Relief Walk 

The PSJA Memorial Student Council, in collaboration with the student councils from all 

five PSJA ISD high schools, including three TASC-affiliated councils, hosted the annual Track of 

Hope Cancer Awareness & Relief Walk. Led by a dedicated committee of 60 student members, 

this completely student-organized event aimed to raise awareness about different types of cancer 

and provide financial relief to ten PSJA community members currently battling the disease. Each 

recipient received $1,000 to assist with any expenses they may have. Committee raised funds by 

soliciting sponsorships from various community organizations. 

The primary objectives included fundraising, promoting cancer awareness, and fostering 

community engagement. Students led every aspect of the event, from logistics and fundraising to 

setup and operations. On the morning of the event, the student committee prepared the venue by 

setting up tables, chairs, and sand-filled paper bags spelling "HOPE" around the track. 

The afternoon featured the main event, which united families from three cities in the 

district, exemplifying the strong bond of the #PSJAFamily. Attendees engaged with over 25 

informational booths offering educational resources on various types of cancers and available 

treatments. A memory garden, organized by students, allowed families to honor loved ones who 

had passed away from cancer by writing their names on tribute displays. The ten “cancer 

warriors” receiving relief funds are honored by leading the first lap around the track followed by 

all attendees behind them. A slide show on the stadium scoreboard displays photos of cancer 

warriors, survivors, and angels submitted by attendees. There were an estimated 500 attendees. 

The event concluded with the lighting of the “HOPE” bags, creating a powerful symbol 

of resilience and unity. Committee members read inspiration poems while entertainment groups 

from all schools performed throughout the event.  
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