Constitution of District XIII of 

The Texas Association of Student Councils

Revised 2017

Preamble: We the member schools of Texas Association of Student Councils District 13 do establish the constitution of TASC District 13 to operate under the guidance of member schools and TASC.

ARTICLE I
Section A: The name of this organization shall be Texas Association of Student Councils District XIII. 
Section B: The officers of TASC District XIII shall make up the executive board of TASC District 13, hereafter referred to as the Board.
ARTICLE II

(Aims and Objectives)

Section A:
To provide leadership and cooperation among member schools.

Section B:
To serve as a planning and discussion medium for its members.

Section C:
To provide a means of leadership training and district activities concerning student council as well as promotion of state and national events.

Article III

(Organization)

Section A:
This district shall include all senior high schools in the city of Houston and any other area high schools that apply for membership or associate membership and approved by the Executive Director of the Texas Association of Student Councils.

Section B:
Schools attending district meetings will pay a per person membership attendance.  Per person membership, the Executive Board of District XIII will decide fees.  All funds will be maintained each year by the District XIII Treasurer and District Coordinator.  An annual accounting of funds will be made to the Executive Board at the first meeting of the year.

Section C:
For elections, each school in attendance will be allowed up to 5 delegates, each having one vote. In the case of an amendment to the constitution, each school will have 1 vote per school. This vote will include the advisor and Principal signature. 
Section D:
All District member schools must be a member of the Texas Association of Student Councils and current on all dues. The privileges of membership included access to district events such as conventions, workshops and retreats. All district events shall follow TASC policies regarding illegal substances, weapons and safety and dress code. 
Section E:      No person on the grounds of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, or disability shall be excluded from or denied the benefits of membership.

Article IV

(Meetings)

Section A:
The three regular meetings of each year will be held in the fall, winter and spring.  The exact place and all further particulars for each meeting shall be left up to the member schools under direction of the District Coordinator.
Section B:
The Executive Board shall organize and approve the agenda for each meeting and plan other District events.

Article V

(Officers and Elections)

Section A:
A President School, Vice-President School, Secretary School, Parliamentarian School, Delegate-At-Large School, and Nova Delegate School shall be elected for the coming year at the spring meeting. A simple majority of votes cast at the spring meeting will determine the winners
Section B:
A Treasurer will be selected by the President School to assist with clerical and monetary matters.

Section C: 
President School – will preside over all meetings and vote in case of a tie. Maybe assign other duties as needed. This office consists of a two-year term: President School followed by Ex-Officio. 

Vice-President School – will collect intent to run forms, verify accuracy, and create the ballot. Maybe assigned other duties as needed.

Secretary School- will take and post minutes of stated meetings and board meetings and preside over the tabulations committee. Maybe assigned other duties as needed.

Parliamentarian School – will be in charge of timing speeches and skits and verify the Elections. Maybe assigned other duties as needed.

Delegate at Large – will collect ballots and give to secretary school’s committee to count. Maybe assigned other duties as needed.

Nova Delegate- will assist executive board with duties as deemed necessary by the President School. Maybe assigned other duties as needed.

Ex-Officio – will assist District Coordinator with advisor training and scholarship collection. Maybe assigned other duties as needed.
Section D:
The Executive Board shall set duties of the officer schools with the assistance of the District Coordinator. 
Section E:
No member school shall be elected to the same office two years in succession. The school hosting the meeting will be able to run for election. 
Section F:
Candidate schools must file with the Vice- President School by the assigned deadline and complete all Intent to Run for Office forms. 
Article VI

(Parliamentary Authority)

Section A:
Parliamentary authority for this organization shall be Robert’s Rules of Order. 

Section B:
The President School student shall have a vote in the case of a tie on all floor matters except elections.  The Executive Board shall break the tie in elections.

Section C:
A quorum for this district shall consist of 20 member schools.
Article VII

(Amendments)

Section A:
Amendments to this Constitution or its by-laws may be proposed by any member school and must be submitted to the Parliamentarian School four weeks prior to any regular meeting. The Parliamentarian must email all member schools the proposed amendment two weeks prior to any meeting. 
Section B:
This constitution may be amended by three-fourths majority of all member schools votes cast at the meeting or by absentee ballot received 24 hours prior to stated meeting. A floor vote will be one per member school as yea or nay.  The executive board will vote on the amendment before it becomes effective.  
By-Laws

1.
 Each school shall select a qualified student and advisor of their student Council to hold office for their school.

2. 
Each officer selected must take an oath or affirmation at the last meeting of each year to uphold the Constitution and By-Laws of District XIII to the best of his/her ability.

3. 
The Executive Board:

A. The Executive Board shall consist of:
1. The District Coordinator: chosen by the Executive Board, 

Qualifications for the position: (include but not limited to)
a. Served on the D13 Executive Board 

b. Attended D13 events ( winter workshop, advisors workshop)

c. Attended summer workshop served on staff

d. TASC Consultant or Director of summer workshop (or in training)

e. Served on the TASC State Board of Directors

2. President School: advisor and two students; one as President the other as Treasurer. The President Student will vote only in case of a tie. 
3. Vice-President School: advisor and one student.

4. Secretary School: advisor and one student.

5. Parliamentarian School: advisor and one student.

6. Ex-officio (Past President) School: advisor and one student. 
7. Delegate-at-Large School: advisor and one student.

8. Nova Delegate School: advisor and one student, (not having held office for 5 years)

Unless stated board members each have a vote.
B. The Executive Board shall be responsible for enforcing the District and State Constitutions. On matters arising not covered by the Constitution, the Executive Board shall make the decision by a majority vote. The Executive Board will plan and implement District activities that promote leadership and membership.
C. The Executive Board may make decisions for the District between meetings as needed.

D. A quorum for the Executive Board shall be a majority of the Executive Board.

E. All decisions of the Executive Bard shall be by majority vote.  In case of a tie, the President student shall decide the issue.

F. The Executive Board shall meet prior to each meeting and event.

G. The President School advisor and /or the Student President, with his/her advisor’s approval may call a meeting of the Executive Board at any time with at least a 24-hour notice.

H. The District Coordinator shall be a voting member of the Executive Board and serve as a resource person to the District and a liaison to the state and national affiliations. 

4. Host School Duties

A. Provide a meeting place for the District meeting

B. Provide the program needs and breakfast/lunch when appropriate.

C. Meet with the Executive Board prior to the District  meeting

D. Provide a meeting place for the Executive Board on the day of the District meeting.

E. Provide a location for the sponsors meeting. 

